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digested" by every candidate. Concerning the necessity 
of method it is truly said that " It is the prime requisite for 
the study of every branch of education- without it failure 
is certain, with it success may be assured." Attention is 
also drawn to the great importance of 'l the proper distri- 
bution of each subject over the whole period of preparation," 
and the definition of " cramming " as " a species of pre- 
paration which may be termed dishonest" is tO be 
cordially endorsed. The too constant use of catechisms 
is also rightly condemned, and the danger pointed out 
of attempting " to do work in three months which should 
occupy six." There is also given a comprehensive exercise 
for memorising the number of semitones in the various 
intervals, and a sure method for discovering the dreaded 
consecutive fifths and octaves which creep so readily into 
early efforts. In short, the candidate who takes the 
*; hints " conveyed in this introduction will enter the 
examination-room with a very fair chance of gaining the 
coveted distinction. The suggested text books are well 
selected, and, as a whole, decidedly present the best 
authorities on the various branches of the art. In this 
particular Mr. Dicks's book may be consulted by all who 
desire technical knowledge of music. To know the best 
books on any subject is a considerable step towards its 
mastery, and peculiarly is this so of such a progressive art 
as music. 

The six hundred questions are divided into eight sections, 
are classified in a manner that exemplifies the advantages 
accruing from method, and a commendable feature of their 
character is that they include those rudimentary matters 
which everybody knows, but so few perfectly understand. 
The practical value of the questions is also much increased 
by their being based upon " papers which have from time 
tO time been set at the various local examinations in music 
all over the country." In the second part, " model 
answers " are given to these questions, the descriptive 
adjective being fully justified. The question, " Are notes 
of smaller value than a demisemiquaver ever used ? " might 
puzzle some candidates; but those who have once seen the 
word " hemidemisemiquaver " can never forget the answer. 
Another question over which an examinee might be excused 
for ruffling his hair-viz., 4 What is rhythm ? " is admirably 
answered by " The symmetrical arrangement of music in 
regard to time and accent," and no less happy is the 
definition of syncopation as 44 A disturbance of the natural 
flow of the accent by displacing it from the strong to the 
weak beat of the bar." 

Part 3 comprises a collection of ls Miscellaneous Local 
Examination Papers," the first one being a preliminary 
examinatiOn paper for candidates in practical subjects, set 
by the Associated Board of the Royal Academy and the 
Royal College of Music. Other papers include those of 
Oxford, Cambridge, London, Dublin, and Durham Uni- 
versities, the Royal College of Organists, Trinity College 
and the Incorporated Society of Musicians. This section 
is by no means the least valuable part of the book, and the 
specimen examination papers here gathered together give 
an excellent idea of the character of the various grades to 
be passed at the various examining institutions. It is 
hardly necessary to add that the candidate who conscien- 
tiously works these papers will be greatly helped along the 
road which leads to success. Apart, however, from its 
special purpose, Mr. Dicks's book may be recommended to 
all earnest lovers of music, for it contains a mass of 
information that will add not a little to their knowledge and 
enjoyment of the art. 
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The summary of the 4; roll of membership " is said to in- 
clude " 6I Fellows, Members, and Associates of the Royal 
Academy of Music "; but there is no such distinction as 
Member of that Institution. The Register is a very useful 
book of reference. 

MUSIC IN BIRMINGHAM. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 

BY the sad and untimely death of Mrs. J. REDFERN MASON 
nee Linda Morton, Birmingham loses one of its most 
accomplished pianists. Mrs. Mason received her first 
musical education from her aunt, Mrs. Reynolds. She 
afterwards went to Frankfort and became a pupil of 
the late Madame Schumann, under whose tuition she 
became an accomplished player. Mrs. Mason was also 
an able performer on the violin and an excellent linguist. 

Mr. Yates Mander, who for the past ten years has so 
ably discharged the duties of organist at St. Philip's Church 
has been appointed to a similar post at the Parish 
Church, Ryde, Isle of Wight. The organist's post in con- 
nection with the Handsworth Old Church will also be 
vacant in September through the retirement of Mr. George 
Halford, who is compelled to give up his appointment 
on account of pressure of work. 

The band of Her Majesty's Royal Horse Guards (Blues) 
conducted by Mr. Charles Godfrey, gave two excellent 
concerts at the Edgbaston Botanical Gardens on Saturday 
afternoon and evening, June 25. The band, which numbered 
twenty-five performers, was extremely well balanced, the 
mellow tone-quality of the clarinets, cornets, and horns 
being conspicuous even in the loudest tutti passages. The 
programme included an excellent selection from Sullivan's 
ballet " Merrie England," a fine selection from Verdi's 
operas, also one from Wagner's " Die Walkure," &c. 

The seventeenth triennial festival of parish choirs in 
connection with the Lichfield Diocesan Choral Association 
took place on the I4th ult., in Lichfield Cathedral, when 
the combined choirs numbered 800 voices. The music was 
accompanied by brass instruments and drums, in addition 
to the organ. Mr. J. B. Lott (organist of the Cathedral) 
conducted, and Mr. H. Rose (organist of Tamworth Parish 
Church) presided at the organ Barnby's anthem " O how 
amiable " was finely rendered, and of equal merit was the 
same composer's hymn, *' The roseate hues of early dawn." 
The Te Deum was sung to J. L. Hopkins's setting in 
G, and the Benedictus was Read in D. 

An interesting violin and organ recital was given at 
St. George's Church, Edgbaston, on the Igth ult., by Miss 
Florence Donaldson and Mr. C. J. B. Meacham, the 
organist of the church. The programme included Mendels- 
sohn's Violin Concerto, the same composer's Organ 
Sonata (No. 2), and sundry other well-chosen pieces. 

The second military band concert in connection with the 
Edgbaston Botanical Gardens was given, on the 20th ult., 
by the band of the Royal Marines (Portsmouth Division) 
under Mr. George Miller's able conductorship. Firm 
attack, precision, and splendid tone quality characterised 
their splendid performance of the following notable pieces: 
Grand Fantasia on the works of Ed. Grieg, grand selection 
from Wagner's " Lohengrin," Dances from German's 
Incidental Music to " Henry VIII.," the same composer's 
Incidental Music to "As you like it," Wagner's " Wal- 
kurenritt," selections from Sullivan's Songs, &c. 
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IncorporatedSocietyof Musicians. RegisterofMembers, MUSIC IN DUBLIN. 
1898. (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 

[London: General Office, I9, Berners Street.] A REMARKABLE performance of Church music took place 
THE Register of the members of the Incorporated Society in the new Parish Church at Bray, on Sunday, the Ioth 

of Musicians has hitherto been published in anything but ult., under the direction of the Rev. H. Bewerunge, 
a form conducive to its preservation. But a distinct im- professor of music at Maynooth Ecclesiastical College. 
provement marks the present issue. It appears in octavo Not only was the performance remarkable for its excellence 
size, and as it is strongly bound it will be able to stand on and for its selection, but notably for the constitution of the 
one's shelves, being free from that chronic spinal weakness choir. The works given were Palestrina's Mass, 4 Ut, re 
which characterised the previous publication. In addition mi, fa, sol," sometimes called 4' upon the Guidonian tones ", 
tO the names and addresses of all the members, the book a Te Deum by Auer, with brass septet accompaniment by 
gives full information respecting the Society, its bye-laws, the conductor - Benediction Service by Haller, and Laudate 
theOrphanage,theExaminations,andtheMonthlyyournal. by the conductor, with the same accompaniment. The 
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